
 

 

 
LEARN  BUILD  LEAD 

 
Fremont Joint School District No. 215 

Special School Board Work Meeting Minutes 

August 31, 2020 

Via Zoom 12:00 p.m. 

 

Attending:      Bonnie Moon-Board Chair 

  Jon Bailey-Vice Chair 

  Shawn Dye-Trustee 

  Julianne Hill-Trustee 

Byron Stutzman-Superintendent 

Hali Mackert-Clerk/Treasurer  

 

Chairman Bonnie Moon called the meeting to order at 12:08 p.m. A quorum was present. 

 

Chairman Bonnie Moon led the Pledge of Allegiance. 

 

Trustee Shawn Dye made a motion to approve the agenda. The motion was seconded by Trustee Jon 

Bailey.   All “ayes”, motion carried.  

 

Superintendent Stutzman said he was approached by farmers from the north end of the district asking to 

change the dates of potato harvest by moving it up one week, beginning September 21 and ending 

October 2.    

 

Chair Bonnie Moon said right now harvest is scheduled September 28th through October 9th.  She asked if 

we had talked to any of the farmers on the south end of the district. 

 

Superintendent Stutzman said he had not talked to any farmers on the south end. 

 

Trustee Julianne Hill said when she saw the agenda about moving harvest up for north, she called Kade 

Crapo to get the best outlook when they are starting on the south end.  He said they would also like to 

have the kids available one week earlier.   He had made phone calls to other farmers in the area, and 

they also said one week earlier would work best. 

 

Chair Bonnie Moon said our agenda just listed harvest break for north not south and we should have 

checked with the farmers on the south end of the district.  We need to make sure we are being clear and 

transparent.  She appreciates Trustee Hill reaching out. If we moved north and then south called us also, 

we would be having another meeting. 

 

Superintendent Stutzman said he can reach out to more of the farmers down here on the south end.  He 

thanked Julianne Hill for reaching out.  North is seed production and those farmers need to get the help 

available.  If the south is moving along as well as north, I say we let both out. 

 

Trustee Jon Bailey said he talked to his brother in law and he is wanting to start digging on the 23rd.  This 

will really help them out to move harvest break up one week. 

 

Chair Bonnie Moon said It really is based on the farmers needs that’s what spud harvest is all about. 



 

 

 

Trustee Shawn Dye said the farmers he talked to said they start the same time every year and don’t know 

why we don’t start earlier every year.  He asked why we don’t call it harvest break, instead of potato 

harvest.  He said the farmers said they user fewer students each year.  He’s in favor of moving the dates. 

 

There was discussion from the principals, and they said they would be prepared to do whatever the board 

decides.  They appreciate having the break the same for both north and south, since there are staff that 

live in north and work in south and vice versa. There are a lot of kids that work in the potatoes and the 

high school kids will be used. 

 

Chair Bonnie Moon said the school calendar does say tentative. There is a huge ripple effect in our 

district when we do something like this.  We need to get the communication out to our teachers.  She 

asked when the teacher training during spud harvest is.  Superintendent Stutzman said it is scheduled for 

the 28th and 29th.  

 

Chris Tucker said they will adjust the SAT tests that were scheduled the week before potato harvest. 

 

Trustee Shawn Dye made a motion to move the harvest up one week starting on the 21st for North and 

South Fremont.  The motion was seconded by Trustee Jon Bailey.  (Trustee Dye called in for the meeting 

and his call dropped before the vote) All “ayes”, motion carried.  

 

Trustee Jon Bailey made a motion to adjourn at 12:31 p.m. 

 

 
 
 
 




